The B-G region of the major histocompatibility complex (MHC) of chickens was 
Introduction
The major histocompatibility complex (MHC) in chickens was initially described as the B blood group system (Briles et al., 1950) . The MHC consists of three regions designated F,L and G which encode F,L and G antigens, respectively (Pink et al., 1977) . Among these, the G antigen is expressed mainly at the cell surface of erythrocytes and corresponds to the B haplotype determined by serological methods (Kuragaki et at., 1991; Okada, 1992 In the N and C lines, a total of 10 different B haplotypes were found. The complete RFLP pattern for these 10 haplotypes, as well as those for the known B haplotypes shown in Fig. I given in Fig. 3 . With digestion by Hae III ' 33 polymorphic fragments with sizes ranging from 1.1 to 10.3 kb were detected. The 2.5 kb fragment was found in all B haplotypes except Bl. On the other hand, several fragments were found only in a specific B haplotype. For example, the 2.0 and 2.7 kb fragments were specific to B15, and the 4. Some of them are shown in Table 2 . Some B phenotypes were assigned to the same B In the present study, the RFLP typing was also applied to non-inbred lines N and C, and to 6 populations of Japanese native chickens. In accordance with the results of Uni et al. (1992) and Landesman et al. (1993) , RFLP patterns in these populations consisted of many bands. Therefore, it was difficult to designate the B haplotypes without pedigree information. In the N and C lines in which both pedigree and serological information was available, the RFLP typing was successful was shown in Fig. 2 
